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Frederick) bear fruit, and may it bring resignation to his
mind, and peace to his conscience."
At the moment when the article appeared, in which it
was publicly intimated that the crown prince's malady was
a just and well-merited punishment for his sins, the im-
perial patient, so sorely afflicted, whose life had been so
blameless, was at death's door, a fact over which the court
chaplain openly rejoiced, proclaiming that "a brilliant
future is about to open up before us."
Since William has cut himself adrift from Pastor
Stoecker, the strictness of his views with regard to the ob-
servance of Sunday, has undergone a change. At any
rate, he has modified them in so far as he himself is con-
cerned, and while he is very regular in his attendance at
church on Sunday morning, he no longer seems to con-
sider it a sin to go out sailing, shooting or hunting on
Sunday afternoons, or to attend theatrical performances or
other kinds of entertainment in the evening. Inasmuch as
the Sunday Observance Laws have not been repealed, one
can only take it for granted that he considers himself and
his consort as being above the law of the land, and in
no wise bound thereby. Yet neither of their majesties
has a legal right to any such immunity. According to
the terms of the Prussian constitution the emperor and
empress are just as amenable to the laws that figure in the
statute book, and equally required to obey them as any
ordinary German citizen. The only advantage that the
emperor enjoys is that he possesses certain prerogatives in
connection with the giving of evidence, and with the pun-
ishment of offences that are directed against his person
and his honor.
In this obligation to submit to the laws of the land he
differs from his grandmother Queen Victoria, and from his

